
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

     
 

This agenda is subject to revision up to 72 hours prior to the meeting. 
 
To:  All Members, Transportation Policy Board 
From:  Tommy Adkisson, Vice-Chair and Sid Martinez, Director 
Subject: Meeting Notice and Agenda 
 
 
 
 

The next meeting of the MPO Transportation Policy Board is scheduled for 
Monday, July 27, 2009 at 1:30 p.m.  

in the VIA Metro Center Community Room located at 1021 San Pedro.  
 

The following agenda items will be discussed and action will be taken as appropriate.   
Items may be taken out of the order shown.  

 

Speakers will be allowed up to three minutes each to address the Transportation Policy Board 
on individual agenda items. Public comment that does not relate to a specific agenda item must 
be made during the Citizens to be Heard period.  All interested individuals must sign the register 

prior to consideration of that item by the Transportation Policy Board.  All speakers must first 
state their names and any organizations they represent. While speakers who have signed up 

may donate their time to another speaker, the maximum time allowed for any individual speaker 
will be nine (9) minutes. 

 
 
 

Agenda: 
 
1. Presentation of Awards to Walk & Roll Corporate Challenge Winners – AACOG/MPO  
 
2. Roll Call 
 
3. Discussion and Appropriate Action on the Election of MPO Chair and Vice Chair – 

Nominating Committee 
 
4. Director’s Report – MPO (Martinez) 

a. TIGER Discretionary Grant Program 
  b. Metropolitan Transportation Plan Update Process 
  c. Bike Map (3rd Edition) 
 
5. Approval of the June 22, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 
MPO meetings are accessible to persons with disabilities.  To arrange for special assistance or an interpreter, please call 227-8651 

or TDD 1-800-735-2989 (Relay Texas) at least 48 hours in advance. 
825 S. St. Mary’s – San Antonio, Texas 78205 – (210) 227-8651 

TDD 1 (800) 735-2989  - Fax (210) 227-9321 
www.sametroplan.org 

Memorandum 
July 17, 2009 
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Consent Agenda: 
 
 

 
All items under the Consent Agenda are acted upon collectively unless opposition is 

presented, in which case, the contested item will be considered, discussed and appropriate 
action taken separately. 

 
 
6. Discussion and Appropriate Action on the MPO’s Self Certification of the Transportation 

Planning Process – MPO (Martinez) 
 
7. Discussion and Appropriate Action on an Interlocal Agreement between the MPO and the 

Texas Department of Transportation – MPO (Martinez) 
 
8. Discussion and Appropriate Action on the FY 2010-2011 Unified Planning Work Program – 

MPO (Lee)  
 
9. Discussion and Appropriate Action on Amendments to the FY 2008-2011 Transportation 

Improvement Program and the Metropolitan Transportation Plan – MPO (Geiger) 
 
 
Items for Individual Discussion and Appropriate Action: 
 
 
10. Discussion and Appropriate Action on Future State and Federal Funding Issues – TxDOT 
 
11.  Discussion and Appropriate Action on Recurring Reports to the Transportation Policy Board 

a. San Antonio Mobility Coalition (Vic Boyer) 
b. Alamo Regional Mobility Authority (Jim Reed) 
c. Austin – San Antonio Intermunicipal Commuter Rail District (Gloria Arriaga) 
d.    Air Quality Issues (Gloria Arriaga) 
e.    City of San Antonio and Union Pacific Railroad Projects (CoSA/UP)  
f. American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Status Report (ARMA/CoSA/ 

TxDOT) 
 
12. Citizens to be Heard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MPO meetings are accessible to persons with disabilities.  To arrange for special assistance or an interpreter, please call 227-8651 

or TDD 1-800-735-2989 (Relay Texas) at least 48 hours in advance. 
825 S. St. Mary’s – San Antonio, Texas 78205 – (210) 227-8651 

TDD 1 (800) 735-2989  - Fax (210) 227-9321 
www.sametroplan.org 
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1.  Presentation of Awards to Walk & Roll Corporate Challenge Winners 
 
 

In June, the Alamo Area Council of Governments and the San Antonio-Bexar 
County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) once again challenged area 
businesses and public agencies to encourage their employees to travel "smart 
miles" to promote a better quality of life in the San Antonio region.  
 
Smart miles are efficient and healthy modes of transportation that reduce our 
trips to the gas pump, save us money, improve our air quality, and provide health 
benefits.  
 
Nearly 12,000 people representing 12 businesses, schools and agencies, 
competed in the various commuting categories including walking, bicycling, 
car/vanpooling, and busing. Altogether over 1,600,000 vehicle miles of travel 
were saved reducing traffic congestion and improving the region’s air quality by 
keeping 2,781 pounds of NOx and 3,430 pounds of VOC emissions out of the air.  
That’s a combined total of over three tons of ground-level producing chemicals. 

 
Gloria Arriaga, Executive Director of the Alamo Area Council of Governments will 
announce the winners of the fourth annual Walk&Roll Corporate Challenge.  
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2. Roll Call 
  

Commissioner Tommy Adkisson  **  Bexar County                    335-2614 
  
 

Senator Jeff Wentworth   District 25           826-7800 
   

Representative David Leibowitz  District 117           372-0759 
 
 Ms. Gloria Arriaga    Alamo Area Council of Governments        362-5200 
 

Commissioner Sergio “Chico” Rodriguez Bexar County           335-2611 
 

Commissioner Kevin A. Wolff   Bexar County           335-2313 
 
 Mr. Joe Aceves, P.E.    Bexar County           335-6700 
          

Councilman John Clamp   City of San Antonio, District 10        207-7276        
 

Councilman Ray Lopez   City of San Antonio, District 6         207-7065 
 

Councilwoman Jennifer Ramos  City of San Antonio, District 3         207-7064   
 

Councilwoman Ivy Taylor   City of San Antonio, District 2         207-7278 
 

Mr. Majed Al-Ghafry, P.E.   City of San Antonio          207-8025 
 

Mr. Michael S. Frisbie, P.E.   City of San Antonio          207-8140 
 
 Mayor Chris Riley    [Leon Valley]  Greater Bexar County Council of Cities    684-1391 
 
 Councilman William H. Weeper, Sr. [Selma] Northeast Partnership          651-6661 
 
 Mr. Mario Medina, P.E.     Texas Department of Transportation        615-5801 
 
 Mr. Clay R. Smith, P.E.   Texas Department of Transportation        615-5920 
 

Ms. Mary Briseño    VIA Metropolitan Transit         362-2050 
 

Mr. Rick Pych     VIA Metropolitan Transit         362-2050 
 

  
 ** Vice Chair 
 
 Ex-Officio Members 
 
 Mr. Kirk Fauver  -  Federal Highway Administration 

Ms. Diane Lann -  Texas Department of Transportation 
Mr. Keith Parker  -  VIA Metropolitan Transit 
Mr. Jim Reed     -  Alamo Regional Mobility Authority 
Mr. Vic Boyer            -  San Antonio Mobility Coalition 
Mr. Steve Bonnette -  Non-Governmental Representative
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3. Discussion and Appropriate Action on the Election of Chair and Vice Chair  
 
 
Purpose 
 
To take action on the selection of MPO Transportation Policy Board (TPB) Chair and 
Vice Chair positions. 
 
 
Issue 
 
A Nominating Committee was appointed at the May 2009 TPB Meeting. The purpose of 
this committee is to recommend candidates for the MPO Chair and Vice-Chair positions 
for the term of June 2009 through May 2011.  This committee is comprised of 
Commissioner Kevin Wolff, Councilman William Weeper, Mr. Majed Al-Ghafry, Mr. Rick 
Pych, and Mr. Mario Medina.  
 
The Nominating Committee met on May 11, 2009 but no decision was made on what 
names to bring forward. However, the committee recommended moving the elections 
from the June TPB meeting to the July TPB meeting due to the timing of the City of San 
Antonio run-off elections and the appointment of new members to the TPB.  At the May 
18th TPB meeting, members took action moving the election to July 27, 2009. 
 
The Nominating Committee again met on June 29, 2009 to formulate a 
recommendation.  The committee recommends: 
 

1) Bexar County Commissioner Tommy Adkisson serve as the MPO Chair for 
the term of July 2009 through May 2011, 

2) City of San Antonio Councilman John Clamp serve as the MPO Vice Chair for 
the term of July 2009 through May 2011, 

3) the Executive Committee meet monthly to review and approve the TPB 
meeting agenda prior to distribution, and 

4) the MPO’s “Policy 3: San Antonio-Bexar County Metropolitan Planning 
Organization Operations” be updated to outline this role of the Executive 
Committee  

 
 
Action Requested 
 

A motion to nominate Bexar County Commissioner 
Tommy Adkisson to serve as the MPO Chair for the term 
of July 2009 through May 2011, further move to 
recommend City of San Antonio Councilman John 
Clamp to serve as the MPO Vice Chair for the term of 
July 2009 through May 2011, and further move for the 
Executive Committee to meet monthly to review and 
approve the TPB meeting agenda prior to distribution. 
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4. Director’s Report 
 

a. TIGER Discretionary Grant Program 
 
b. Metropolitan Transportation Plan Update Process 

 
c. Bike Map (3rd Edition) 
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5. Approval of the June 22, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 
 
Issue 
 

The June 22, 2009 meeting minutes are attached for your review. 
 
 
Action Requested 

   
A motion to approve the June 22, 2009 meeting minutes. 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

  
 Transportation Policy Board  

Minutes 
 June 22, 2009 

 
Members Present: 
  
Commissioner Tommy Adkisson (Vice Chair) Bexar County 
Commissioner Sergio “Chico” Rodriguez  Bexar County 
Mr. Joe Aceves, P.E.     Bexar County 
Mr. Majed Al-Ghafry, P.E.    City of San Antonio 
Mayor Chris Riley     Greater Bexar County Council of Cities 
Councilman William Weeper, Sr.   Northeast Partnership 
Mr. Mario Medina, P.E.     Texas Department of Transportation 
Mr. Clay R. Smith, P.E.    Texas Department of Transportation 
Representative David Leibowitz   Texas House District 117 
Ms. Mary Briseño     VIA Metropolitan Transit 
Mr. Rick Pych      VIA Metropolitan Transit 
Ms. Gloria Arriaga     Alamo Area Council of Governments 
 
Members Absent: 
 
Commissioner Kevin Wolff    Bexar County 
Councilman John Clamp    City of San Antonio 
Mr. Mike Frisbie, P.E.     City of San Antonio 
Vacant       City of San Antonio 
Vacant       City of San Antonio 
Vacant       City of San Antonio 
 
Members in Legislative Service: 
 
Senator Jeff Wentworth    State Delegation 
 
Others Present: 
 
Ms. Terry Brechtel     Alamo Regional Mobility Authority 
Mr. Isidro “Sid” Martinez    Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Mr. Steve Bonnette     Non-Governmental Representative 
Mr. Vic Boyer      San Antonio Mobility Coalition 
Mr. Roland Lozano     VIA Metropolitan Transit 
 
 
Mr. Sid Martinez called the meeting to order at 1:40 p.m. 
 
 
1. Roll Call 
  
 Ms. Ambar Perez called the roll and a quorum was present.  
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2. Director’s Report 
 
 Mr. Sid Martinez presented the Director’s Report: 

 
a. Walk & Roll Fest Wrap-Up – This year the MPO celebrated the 13th annual Walk & Roll 

Fest by partnering with the San Antonio River Authority and Pearl Brewery.  The Fest 
welcomed nearly 1,000 participants and helped to educate the public on the benefits of 
active transportation.  Activities included 5 km and 10 km walking routes along the 
beautifully redeveloped River North Museum Reach of the San Antonio River, 28-mile 
Historic Missions Cycling Tour from Pearl Brewery to Mission Espada and a Family Bike 
Ride through Brackenridge Park.  There was something for everyone at this year’s Fest, 
which by all accounts was our best Fest yet!    

 
b. Walk & Roll Corporate Challenge – The Walk & Roll Corporate Challenge is an 

annual event conducted by the Alamo Area Council of Governments and the MPO.   
This year’s Challenge runs through the entire month of June.  Organizations and 
businesses from around the region participate by signing up and logging their “smart 
miles” to help improve air quality. Smart miles include telecommuting, walking, cycling, 
car/vanpooling, taking the bus to work or eating in for lunch.  Both large and small 
organizations with the most smart miles at the end of June will receive the Walk & Roll 
Commuters Challenge Cup.  Recognition of the winners will occur at the July MPO 
Transportation Policy Board meeting.  For more information on the challenge please 
visit www.aacog.com.  

 
c. MPO Bike Night on July 8th – The MPO’s Bicycle Mobility Advisory Committee will be 

hosting a special evening meeting on Wednesday, July 8th beginning at 6:00 p.m. in 
the Community Room at the VIA Metro Center.  The committee has committed to 
holding three evening meetings per year in order to increase citizen attendance and 
participation.  Agenda items include review of the draft 3rd Edition Bike Map, Long 
Range Transportation Plan Update and opportunities for public comment. 

  
d. Transportation Investment Generating Economic Recovery (TIGER) 

Discretionary Grant Program – Under a new Recovery Act program, up to $1.5 
billion was made available through September 30, 2011, for the Secretary of 
Transportation to make grants on a competitive basis for capital investments in 
surface transportation infrastructure projects that will have a significant impact on the 
nation, a metropolitan area, or a region.  Projects eligible for funding provided under 
this program include, but are not limited to, highway or bridge projects, public 
transportation projects, passenger and freight rail transportation projects, and port 
infrastructure investments.   

 
 Attached to the Director’s Report was a notice of funding availability that was published 

in the Federal Register last week.  The notice announces funding limitations, project 
selection criteria, application requirements and the deadline for submitting applications, 
which is September 15, 2009.  Questions about this program can be addressed to 
TIGERGrants@dot.gov.  
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3. Approval of the May 18, 2009 Meeting Minutes 
 
Hearing no changes Commissioner Tommy Adkisson 
approved the March 18, 2009 Meeting minutes as 
distributed.    

 
 

All items under the Consent Agenda are heard collectively unless opposition is presented, in 
which case, the contested item will be considered, discussed and appropriate action taken 
separately. 
 
4. Discussion and Appropriate Action on Revisions to the Bicycle Mobility Advisory 

Committee By-Laws and the Pedestrian Mobility Advisory Committee By-Laws 
 
5. Discussion and Appropriate Action on Correspondence from the Bicycle Mobility 

Advisory Committee to VIA Metropolitan Transit Recommending Bicycle Amenities be 
incorporated in the Fredericksburg Road Corridor Bus Rapid Transit Project 

 
6. Discussion and Appropriate Action on an Amendment to the FY 2008-2009 Unified 

Planning Work Program  
  

Gloria Arriaga moved and Joe Aceves seconded the motion 
to approve the Consent Agenda. The motion was 
unanimously approved.  

 
 
7. Discussion and Appropriate Action on the Draft FY 2010-2011 Unified Planning Work 

Program 
 
 Stephanie Lee presented the draft FY 2010-2011 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP). 

The FY 2010-2011 UPWP will cover the time period from October 1, 2009 through September 
30, 2011 and identifies tasks to be accomplished each fiscal year along with the budget 
associated with each task. The UPWP outlines MPO and partner agency staff responsibilities, 
planning studies and projects and budgeted amounts for federal funded transportation 
planning activities.  This funding source is for planning studies and not for construction.    

 
 Lee explained the UPWP’s contents, including the tasks, responsible agency, budget 

summary by task and funding source and appendices.. In addition, Lee reviewed timelines for 
approval and transmittal of the UPWP.  

 
For information and discussion only.  Action is  scheduled 
for July 2009. 

 
 
8. Discussion and Appropriate Action on Amendments to the FY 2008-2011 Metropolitan 

Transportation Plan and Transportation Improvement Program 
 
 Jeanne Geiger stated a revised copy of the Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) and 

Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) draft amendments were distributed at the 
meeting.  She stated that in accordance with the MPO policy, amendments to the MTP and 
TIP occur in a two step process with presentation one month and action the following month.  
Geiger stated amendments are being presented in June with action scheduled for July 27, 
2009.  Geiger stated that after action is taken in July, amendments will be forwarded to the 
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Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) for inclusion in the Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP). Amendments to the TIP are simultaneously made to the MTP.    

 
 Geiger summarized the TIP amendments.  She stated six projects are moving from FY 2009 

to FY 2010:  Bulverde Road at Evans Road intersection, Jones Maltsberger widening near 
Railroad (RR) tracks, Walters Street Right of Way (ROW) acquisition, Eagleland/Riverwalk 
link to Mission Trails, US 281 Superstreet, and the Austin-San Antonio Intermunicipal 
Commuter Rail District earmark.  

 
 In addition, three projects are moving from FY 2009-2011:  US 281 North from Loop 1604 to 

County Line, Loop 1604 from West Military Drive to SH 16 (Bandera Road) and Loop 1604 
from SH (Bandera Road) to NW Military Highway.  

 
 Geiger further stated VIA Metropolitan Transit is requesting to ‘flex’ the $28M in Category 7 

(STP-MM) programmed for the Fredericksburg Road Bus Rapid Transit project from the 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to the Federal Transportation Authority (FTA).  
Bexar County is requesting to reprogram the funding for the Weidner Road project to fund 
bicycle and pedestrian improvements on Bulverde Road from Evans to Marshall Road. The 
Salado Creek project is moving from FY 2009 to FY 2010 and the funding categories are 
being revised. TxDOT is requesting the ROW costs be removed from the Loop 1604, and FM 
78 to Graytown Road project.   

 
For information and discussion only.  Action is scheduled 
for July 2009. 

 
 
9. Discussion and Appropriate Action on IH 35 North Projects 
 
 Mr. Clay Smith presented on projects scheduled for construction in the IH 35 North Corridor.  

Smith reviewed proposed construction estimates, construction letting dates, and 
improvements for the following projects: 

 
• IH 35 Bridge at Walters Street 
• IH 35/IH 410 Frontage Road Improvements 
• IH 410 Rehabilitation Projects 
• IH 35 Improvements at Walzem Road 
• IH 35 Improvements at Pat Booker 

 
 Ms. Terry Brechtel from the Alamo Regional Mobility Authority (ARMA) updated their 

involvement with the IH 35 Corridor.  Brechtel explained that the Texas Transportation 
Commission (TTC) granted development authority to the Alamo RMA for improvements to the 
IH 35 corridor. The TTC granted funding to the Alamo RMA for initial studies on the IH 35 and 
other projects in 2005.  The MPO reduced allocation of the Toll Equity Fund on IH 35 to offset 
reductions in other areas due to Federal and state rescissions.  Moreover, the Alamo RMA is 
directed to redirect efforts to the development of the US 281 and submits a supplemental 
funding request to TxDOT for the IH 35 environmental clearances due to redirection of efforts.     

 
In November 2008, the TTC granted additional studies on IH 35 to be performed under 
TxDOT contracts. There are no funds programmed for environmental studies at this time. 
Brechtel stated the Alamo RMA continues to work closely with TxDOT on the ongoing 
feasibility studies for additional improvements to this corridor. 

 
 Additionally, Brechtel reviewed the existing conditions in the IH 35 Corridor. The project’s 

limits are from Central Business District to the Bexar/Guadalupe County Line. The existing 
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traffic along this corridor is between 105,000 to169,000 Average Daily Travel (ADT). The 
current operational concerns for this project include merge lanes handling traffic in excess of 
design capacity (30,000 + vehicles per day), several areas along this corridor operating at 
Level of Service (LOS) “F” and several areas experiencing rapid decrease of travel speeds 
during peak and non peak hours.   

 
 Representative Leibowitz expressed concern to the MPO of not receiving handouts of 

presentations in advance. Mr. Sid Martinez stated he will work with MPO partner agencies to 
distribute these presentations with the package mail out.  

 
 

For information and discussion only.  
 
 
10. Discussion and Appropriate Action on Recurring Reports to the Transportation Policy 

Board 
 
   a. San Antonio Mobility Coalition 
.   
 A status report was distributed at the meeting.  

  
   b.  Alamo Regional Mobility Authority 
 

Terry Brechtel announced a Community Open House on the proposed US 281 
Superstreet on Tuesday, June 30th at the Summit Christian Center from 6:00 p.m. to 
9:00 p.m.  
 

    c.  Austin-San Antonio Intermunicipal Commuter Rail District 
 

 The wrong status report was unintentionally handed out, but the MPO will distribute 
the correct status report to TPB members via e-mail.   

 
   d. Air Quality Issues 
 
 The wrong status report was unintentionally handed out, but the MPO will distribute 

the correct status report to TPB members via e-mail.   
 
   e. City of San Antonio and Union Pacific Railroad Projects 
 
   A status report was distributed at the meeting. 
 
   f. American Recovery and Reinvestment Act Status Report – ARMA/CoSA/TxDOT 
  

Clay Smith distributed an Economic Stimulus Funding summary sheet with a list of 
project descriptions and locations, responsible entity, letting date, funding source, 
construction cost and economic stimulus funding originally identified for each project.    

 
11. Citizens to be Heard 

 
Nikki Kuhns expressed her opinion on the upcoming appointment of City Council District 9 to 
the Transportation Policy Board.  She stated Councilwoman Elisa Chan has multiple contracts 
with the City of San Antonio and fears conflict of interest.  In addition, she questioned Senator 
Wentworth’s lack of attendance at the TPB meetings. 
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Mr. Sid Martinez noted that Senator Wentworth has been excused because of his legislative 
service since his appointment in February 2009.  This should have been the Senator’s first 
official meeting, but he is out of the country at this time.  Mr. Martinez recognized Joe Morris 
who, while not a voting member of the TPB, is representing Senator Jeff Wentworth’s office. 
 
Clay Smith mentioned the chair of TEMPO will be presenting at the July 27th TPB meeting on 
federal/gas taxes. In addition, he will address long term and short term STP-MM funds.  
 
Mayor Chris Riley inquired on the possibility of a goal setting workshop.  

 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
        
Commissioner Tommy Adkisson, Vice-Chair  
Transportation Policy Board 
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6. Discussion and Appropriate Action on the MPO’s Self Certification of the 

Transportation Planning Process  
 
 
Purpose 
  
 To take action certifying the MPO follows the federally required transportation 

planning process.  
 
 
Issue 

 
The MPO and the Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) are required to 
certify each year that the transportation planning process is in compliance with all 
applicable federal requirements.  Enclosed in your package is the certification 
statement to be signed by the MPO Chairman and the District Engineer for 
TxDOT.  Also enclosed is a memorandum that discusses each of the applicable 
requirements and how the local process complies with those requirements. 

 
 
Action Requested 

 
A motion to certify that the transportation planning 
process in the San Antonio-Bexar County Metropolitan 
Area is in compliance with all applicable federal 
transportation planning requirements; move to approve 
the certification as presented; further authorize the MPO 
Chair and TxDOT official to sign the required 
certification and submit it to the appropriate State and 
Federal officials. 



  
  
  

                MPO SELF-CERTIFICATION 
 
 
In accordance with Title 43, Part 1, Chapter 15, Subchapter A, Rule §15.5 of the Texas Administrative 
Code, the Texas Department of Transportation, and the San Antonio - Bexar County Metropolitan 
Planning Organization for the San Antonio - Bexar County urbanized area(s) hereby certify that the 
transportation planning process is addressing the major issues in the metropolitan planning area and is 
being conducted in accordance with all applicable requirements of: 
 
(1) 23 U.S.C. 134, 49 U.S.C. 5303, and this subpart; 
 
(2) In nonattainment and maintenance areas, sections 174 and 176 (c) and (d) of the Clean Air Act, as 

amended (42 U.S.C. 7504, 7506 (c) and (d)) and 40 CFR part 93; 
 
(3) Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended (42 U.S.C. 2000d-1) and 49 CFR part 21; 
 
(4) 49 U.S.C. 5332, prohibiting discrimination on the basis of race, color, creed, national origin, sex, or 

age in employment or business opportunity; 
 
(5) Section 1101(b) of the SAFETEA-LU (Pub. L. 109-59) and 49 CFR part 26 regarding the 

involvement of disadvantaged business enterprises in USDOT funded projects; 
 
(6) 23 CFR part 230, regarding the implementation of an equal employment opportunity program on 

Federal and Federal-aid highway construction contracts; 
 
(7) The provisions of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.) and 49 CFR 

parts 27, 37, and 38; 
 
(8) The Older Americans Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 6101), prohibiting discrimination on the basis of 

age in programs or activities receiving Federal financial assistance; 
 
(9) Section 324 of title 23 U.S.C. regarding the prohibition of discrimination based on gender; and 
 
(10) Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 794) and 49 CFR part 27 regarding 

discrimination against individuals with disabilities. 
 
 
 San Antonio District  San Antonio-Bexar County 
 Texas Department of Transportation Metropolitan Planning Organization 
  Transportation Policy Board 
 
 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
 District Engineer Chairman 
 
 
 
______________________________ ______________________________ 
 Date Date 



 
                                    

              Certification of Planning Process 
  
  
The October 28, 1993 Federal regulations, Section 450.334, Subpart A, of Title 23 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations, mandate that the State and the Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) certify that the State planning process is consistent with the requirements of 23 U.S.C. 
§135; and 49 U.S.C. §5323, and the requirements of the final rule issued on October 28, 1993.  
In addition, the State and the MPO must certify that the planning process is consistent with the 
transportation planning and programming related requirements contained in Sections 174 and 
176 (c) and (d) of the Clean Air Act, as amended.  The requirements of this certification and the 
actions(s) taken by the San Antonio-Bexar County MPO to comply with those requirements are 
discussed in the following sections. 
 
Federal Regulations 23 CFR 450, 23 USC 134, and 49 USC 5303: 
 
Federal regulations require the urban transportation planning process to include activities to 
support the development and implementation of a Metropolitan Transportation Plan (MTP) and 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and subsequent project development activities 
(including the environmental impact assessment process).  While all of the activities 
programmed in the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) contribute to those items, the 
following lists some of the more recent efforts: 
 

• Program Support 
• Support for the Planning process 
• Demographic Forecast Modeling Projects 
• Geographic Information Systems Activities 
• Pedestrian and Bicycle Facility Data Collection 
• Pedestrian and Bicycle Planning Activities 
• Steps to a Healthier San Antonio Program 
• Traffic Data Collection and Management System 
• Traffic Signal Re-timing Studies  
• Traffic Safety Planning Study 
• Microsimulation Modeling Studies 
• Air Quality Planning 
• Congestion Management System/Process 
• Regional Transportation Attitude Survey II 
• Mode Split Model Development 
• Support for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan 
• Rail/Freight Planning 
• Regional Coordinated Public Transportation Plan  
• Austin-San Antonio Corridor Projects (Commuter Rail) 
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23 CFR 450.306(f): 
 
The MPO continues to be designated by the Governor with the concurrence of the State and 
local elected officials.  The Transportation Policy Board (i.e., the MPO) consists of elected 
officials and staff of general purpose governments. 
 
23 CFR 450.312: 
 
Responsibilities for transportation planning are cooperatively determined by the State, the MPO, 
VIA Metropolitan Transit and participating local governments. 
 
23 CFR 450.314: 
 
The Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) is developed cooperatively with the State, the 
MPO, recipients of FTA Section 5307 funds (VIA Metropolitan Transit) and participating local 
governments.  The UPWP is developed and maintained on a two-year cycle.   
 
23 CFR 450.316: 
 
The MPO utilizes a proactive public involvement process that provides complete information, 
timely public notice, full public access to key decisions, and supports early and continuing 
involvement of the public in developing plans and TIPs. The MPO’s public involvement process 
meets the necessary requirements and criteria. 
 
23 CFR 450.322: 
 
The year 2030 MTP for San Antonio and Bexar County was developed and approved in 
December 2004.  The recommendations within the MTP were formulated in accordance with the 
planning requirements of 23 U.S.C Section 135 and 49 U.S.C. Section 5323.  The MPO is 
nearing completion on the update of the MTP with a horizon year of 2035.  This MTP is currently 
scheduled to be locally adopted in December 2009. 
 
23 CFR 450.324: 
 
At least every two years, the San Antonio-Bexar County MPO has prepared and endorsed a 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) which: 
  

• with the passage of SAFETEA-LU, covers a period of not less than 
four years; 

 
• includes realistic estimates of costs and revenues consistent with 

estimated funding available; 
 

• is submitted to the Governor for approval, and to the Federal Transit 
Administration and the Federal Highway Administrator through the 
State; 

 
• provides required information for all projects, including total project 

cost and year of expenditure project construction cost. 
  
  



  3

Section 135 OF Title 23, U.S.C. and  Section  5323 OF Title 49, U.S.C.: 
 
These requirements are "...development of transportation systems embracing various modes of 
transportation in a manner which will efficiently maximize mobility of people and goods within 
and through urbanized areas and minimize transportation-related fuel consumption and air 
pollution.  To accomplish this objective, metropolitan planning organizations, in cooperation with 
the State, shall develop transportation plans and programs for urbanized areas of the State.  
Such plans and programs shall provide for the development of transportation facilities (including 
pedestrian walkways and bicycle transportation facilities) which will function as an intermodal 
transportation system for the State, the metropolitan areas, and the Nation.  The process for 
developing such plans and programs shall provide for consideration of all modes of 
transportation and shall be continuing, cooperative, and comprehensive to the degree 
appropriate, based on the complexity of the transportation problems". 
 

• Long range land use plans and overall development objectives are a functional 
responsibility of local governments.  Demographic forecasts are developed by 
the local governments as needed.  As long range needs are evaluated, 
consideration is given to their relationship and impact on overall development 
objectives of local governments. (Demographic Forecast Modeling Projects; 
Geographic Information Systems Activities; Mode Split Model Development; 
Support for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan; Regional Coordinated Public 
Transportation Plan; Regional Transportation Attitude Survey II; Rail/Freight 
Planning)  

  
• Social, economic, and environmental affects of transportation improvements are 

considered in environmental studies for individual projects.  These factors were 
considered in the overall comparison of alternatives and the selection of 
projects in the MTP.  (Air Quality Planning; Geographic Information Systems 
Activities; Support for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan; Traffic Signal Re-
timing Studies; Microsimulation Modeling Studies) 

  
• System performance is considered both in the evaluation of alternatives in the 

development of the long range plan and in technical studies analyzing existing 
needs for highway, street, and/or transit improvements.  (Support for the 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan; Congestion Management System/Process; 
Traffic Signal Re-timing Studies; Microsimulation Modeling Studies; Traffic Data 
Collection and Management System; Mode Split Model Development; 
Pedestrian and Bicycle Facility Data Collection; Steps to a Healthier San 
Antonio Program)  

 
• Alternative transportation systems management strategies are considered as an 

integral part of short range planning efforts to address existing problems in both 
highway/street and transit.  (Support for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan; 
Congestion Management System/Process; Bicycle and Pedestrian Data 
Collection; Pedestrian and Bicycle Planning Activities; Steps to a Healthier San 
Antonio Program; Microsimulation Modeling Studies; Traffic Signal Re-timing 
Studies; Traffic Safety Planning Study) 

 
• Alternative investment strategies are considered in the economic/financial 

analysis of transportation improvements.  (Support for the Metropolitan 
Transportation Plan; Microsimulation Modeling Studies; Rail/Freight Planning) 
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• Plans are developed for separate modes utilizing travel forecasts based on the 
same demographic projections and the impact of modal recommendations on 
different modes is analyzed prior to a final recommendation being formulated.  
(Support for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan; Demographic Forecast 
Modeling Projects; Mode Split Model Development; Air Quality Planning; 
Rail/Freight Planning)  

 
• Transportation planning and the development of transportation plans and 

programs have been done on a continuous basis since the mid-1960s.  
(Program Support; Support for the Planning Process; Support for the 
Metropolitan Transportation Plan) 

  
• The process maintains a cooperative relationship between the agencies in 

planning through agency interaction and review at the technical committee 
levels and direct staff contacts.  (Program Support; Support for the Planning 
Process; Support for the Metropolitan Transportation Plan; Pedestrian and 
Bicycle Planning Activities; study oversight committees) 

 
• The planning process is comprehensive through the use of local-government 

developed demographic forecasts and the consideration of their overall 
development objectives.  (Demographic Forecast Modeling Projects)   

 
42 U.S. Code 7504, 7506(c) and (d); The Clean Air Act, Section 174 and 176(c) and (d): 
 
The counties of Bexar, Comal and Guadalupe were designated as “Nonattainment/deferred” 
with an effective nonattainment date of September 30, 2005.  This means that these three 
counties are within an Early Action Compact area that does not meet the 8-hour ozone 
standard, yet which the Environmental Protection Agency as determined to have complied with 
the March 2004 Early Action Compact milestone for submitting State Implementation Plan (SIP) 
revisions to the State. 
 
The San Antonio region met all milestones associated with the Early Action Compact and, 
based on monitor readings for the past three years, and was designated “attainment for ozone” 
effective April 15, 2008. 
 
Priority for project implementation is normally determined by funding restrictions and decisions 
by local elected officials.  Should this area fail to meet national ambient air quality standards, the 
air quality impact of proposed projects in the TIP would be a determining factor by local elected 
officials in developing priorities for implementation. 
 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964: 
 
Title VI requires that programs supported by Federal assistance do not discriminate and Federal 
grant recipients must prepare and follow a program which effects such assurances. A Title VI 
program has been developed and is updated as required.   
 
Title VI Assurances Filed By State: 
 
These assurances apply to highway project funding in the same manner as the above section 
applies to transit projects.  The San Antonio-Bexar County MPO complies with the requirements 
of Title VI through the Title VI Program and the requirement that all subrecipients contractually 
comply with the requirement of Title VI.  Assurances are filed by the State. 
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Section 1101(b) of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible and Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A 
Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) 
 
This section deals with the requirement that, except to the extent the Secretary of 
Transportation determines otherwise, not less than 10 percent of the funds authorized to be 
appropriated under other Titles of the SAFETEA-LU shall be expended with small business 
concerns owned and controlled by socially and economically disadvantaged individuals.  To 
comply with this requirement, the MPO includes in all agreements with the agencies that receive 
funds from the MPO a clause requiring that Minority Business Enterprises have the maximum 
opportunity to participate in the performance of contracts and subcontracts financed in whole or 
in part with Federal funds.  The MPO has established an overall disadvantaged business 
enterprise participation goal of 25 percent in all of its third party contracting opportunities.  In 
addition, VIA (a recipient of funds from the MPO) has an adopted Minority Owned/Women 
Owned Business participation goal for all Federal funds received by them which they normally 
achieve and/or exceed. 
  
49 CFR Parts 27, 37 and 38 (Americans with Disabilities Act): 
 
Part 27 requires compliance with all applicable requirements of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act of 1990 (ADA) including the regulations of the Department of Justice implementing Titles II 
and III of the ADA (28 CFR Parts 35 and 36) and the regulations of the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission implementing Title I of the ADA (29 CFR Part 1630).  The Metropolitan 
Planning Organization meetings are held in accessible facilities and meeting notices contain the 
following: 
 

Meetings are accessible to persons with disabilities.  To arrange for special 
assistance or an interpreter, please call (210)-227-8651 OR TDD 1-800-735-
2989 (Relay Texas) at least 48 hours in advance. 

 
Parts 37 and 38 require compliance with the accessible transportation and related provisions of 
Title II and III of the ADA.  VIA Metropolitan Transit indicated full compliance with the ADA 
Paratransit Service Criteria in January 1995 (ADA Paratransit Plan - Third Annual Update).  All 
of VIA's newly procured transit vehicles are accessible.      
 
23 USC Section 324, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 USC 794 and 49 CFR 
part 27), 42 USC 6101, and $( USC 5332: 

 
The Metropolitan Planning Organization is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer and 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, age, sex, or disability. 
 
Conclusions and Recommendations: 
 
The transportation planning process for the San Antonio-Bexar County metropolitan area is 
consistent with all applicable Federal requirements. It is therefore recommended the 
Transportation Policy Board approve the attached MPO Self-Certification for submittal to the 
State of Texas, the Federal Highway Administration and the Federal Transit Administration. 
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7. Discussion and Appropriate Action on an Interlocal Agreement between the 

MPO and the Texas Department of Transportation  
 
 
Purpose 
  
 To take action on the attached interlocal agreement between the MPO and the 

Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) for the use of NEPAssist. 
 
 
Issue 
 

Due to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Local Governments 
involved in transportation planning have a requirement to integrate environmental 
measurements and considerations into project design and decision making.  
 
As described in the attached interlocal agreement, TxDOT will provide training 
and technical assistance to the local governments for NEPAssist access. 
NEPAssist is a web-based tool used to facilitate the environmental review 
process by identifying potential issues in the early stages of project development 
and assists in meeting the requirements of NEPA. 

 
 
Action Requested 

 
 A motion authorizing the MPO Director to execute the 

attached interlocal agreement between the MPO and 
Texas Department of Transportation for the use of the 
NEPAssist planning tool. 
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THE STATE OF TEXAS § 

THE COUNTY OF TRAVIS § 

INTERLOCAL AGREEMENT 

THIS CONTRACT is entered into by the Contracting Parties under Government Code, Chapter 791. 
 
I.  CONTRACTING PARTIES: 
 The Texas Department of Transportation   TxDOT 
 San Antonio-Bexar Metropolitan Planning Organization  Local Government 
 
II. PURPOSE:  Due to the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Local Governments involved in 
transportation planning have a requirement to integrate environmental measurements and considerations 
into project design and decision making.  TxDOT shall provide training and technical assistance to the Local 
Governments for NEPAssist access. NEPAssist is a web-based tool used to facilitate the environmental 
review process by identifying potential issues in the early stages of project development and assists in 
meeting the requirements of NEPA. 
 
III. STATEMENT OF SERVICES TO BE PERFORMED:  TxDOT will undertake and carry out services 
described in Attachment A, Scope of Services. 
 
IV. CONTRACT PAYMENT:  The total amount of this contract shall not exceed $0.00.   
 
V.  TERM OF CONTRACT:  This contract begins when fully executed by both parties and terminates on 
August 31, 2010 or when otherwise terminated as provided in this Agreement. 
 
VI. LEGAL AUTHORITY:  
THE PARTIES certify that the services provided under this contract are services that are properly within the 
legal authority of the Contracting Parties.  
 
The governing body, by resolution or ordinance, dated_________________, has authorized the Local 
Government to obtain the services described in Attachment A. 
 
This contract incorporates the provisions of Attachment A, Scope of Services, and Attachment B, General 
Terms and Conditions and Attachment C, Resolution or Ordinance. 
 

 

By 
 

Date 
 

 AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE 

   
TYPED OR PRINTED NAME AND TITLE 

FOR THE STATE OF TEXAS 

Executed for the Executive Director and approved for the Texas Transportation Commission for the purpose and 
effect of activating and/or carrying out the orders, established policies or work programs heretofore approved and 
authorized by the Texas Transportation Commission 

By 
 

Date 
 

 Janice Mullenix 
Director, Contract Services Section  
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ATTACHMENT A 
Scope of Services 

Access and Training: 
Access to NEPAssist may not be given to the Local Government until the individual user of NEPAssist 
attends a two-hour training event to present NEPAssist procedures, features and capabilities.  TxDOT shall 
coordinate a minimum of five (5) training events before August 31, 2010 and shall notify the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization (MPO) community as soon as specific training information becomes available.  All 
training costs related to attendance at the training sessions shall be incurred by the Local Government.  
Advanced refresher training may be scheduled during the period of this agreement.  Additional training 
needs of the Local Government other than the 5 events that TxDOT coordinates must occur at the expense 
of the Local Government and coordination of the event shall be determined by TxDOT. 
 
The Local Government shall obtain access to NEPAssist by requesting a user ID and password, preferably 
at minimum of 30 days prior to a scheduled training session. Access requests are submitted through 
TxDOT’s Environmental Affairs Division’s (ENV) Information Resource Coordinator, Maya Coleman at 
mcolem2@dot.state.tx.us   
 
The Local Government must provide the following information for each user of NEPAssist to Ms. Coleman 
with a request to attend a specific training session: 
 

Agency Name 
First Name 
Last Name 
Department Name 
Mailing Street Address 
Mailing City Name 
Mailing Postal Code 
Mailing State Code 
Job Title 
Phone Number 
FAX Number 
E-mail Address 

 
Use 
NEPAssist is available to use for transportation planning purposes, environmental screening, or other 
purposes as authorized by TxDOT’s Transportation Planning and Programming Division’s Data 
Management Section.  Any other usage is forbidden.  Access to NEPAssist is restricted to employees of 
MPOs.  If MPO consultants or contractors are given access to NEPAssist, the Local Government shall 
ensure that NEPAssist is used only for purposes previously authorized by TxDOT. 
 
Restrictions 
Due to data security issues, performance levels, or any other reason, TxDOT may limit the number of users 
to NEPAssist at any time.  Any limitations action will not occur until discussions are held with TxDOT and, in 
some circumstances, consultation with the third party provider of NEPAssist, Environmental Protection 
Agency, Region 6 (EPA). 
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Technical Assistance 
Internet access and technical issues regarding internet access is the responsibility of the Local 
Government.   
 
Technical assistance for NEPAssist is defined as assistance with application disruption, data errors, 
ID/password failure, or system glitches commonly known as “bugs”.  All technical assistance for NEPAssist 
must be obtained through TxDOT’s Points of Contact as listed below: 
 
For access, coordination, and technical assistance: 
TxDOT Environmental Affairs Division Geographic Information Systems (ENV-GIS)- 512/416-2662  
 
For NEPAssist usage questions and planning program information: 
 
TPP- Systems Planning Section – 512/486-5056 
 
TxDOT reserves the right to limit technical assistance based upon activity, availability, and complexity. 
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ATTACHMENT B 
General Terms and Conditions 

Article 1.  Amendments 
This contract may only be amended by written agreement executed by both parties before the contract is 
terminated. 

Article 2.  Conflicts Between Agreements 
If the terms of this contract conflict with the terms of any other contract between the parties, the most recent 
contract shall prevail. 

Article 3.  Disputes 
TxDOT shall be responsible for the settlement of all contractual and administrative issues arising out of 
procurements entered in support of contract services. 

Article 4.  Ownership of Equipment 
Except to the extent that a specific provision of this contract states to the contrary, all equipment purchased 
by TxDOT under this contract shall be owned by TxDOT. 

Article 5.  Termination 
This contract terminates at the end of the contract term, when all services and obligations contained in this 
contract have been satisfactorily completed, by mutual written agreement, or 30 days after either party gives 
notice to the other party, whichever occurs first. 

Article 6.  Gratuities 
Any person who is doing business with or who reasonably speaking may do business with TxDOT under 
this contract may not make any offer of benefits, gifts, or favors to employees of TxDOT.  The only 
exceptions allowed are ordinary business lunches and items that have received the advanced written 
approval of the Executive Director of the Texas Department of Transportation.   

Article 7.  Responsibilities of the Parties 
Each party acknowledges that it is not an agent, servant, or employee of the other party.  Each party is 
responsible for its own acts and deeds and for those of its agents, servants, or employees. 
Article 8. Compliance with Laws 
The parties shall comply with all federal, state, and local laws, statutes, ordinances, rules, and regulations 
and with the orders and decrees of any courts or administrative bodies or tribunals in any manner affecting 
the performance of this agreement. 

Article 9.  State Auditor's Provision 
The state auditor may conduct an audit or investigation of any entity receiving funds from TxDOT directly 
under the contract or indirectly through a subcontract under the contract.  Acceptance of funds directly 
under the contract or indirectly through a subcontract under this contract acts as acceptance of the authority 
of the state auditor, under the direction of the legislative audit committee, to conduct an audit or 
investigation in connection with those funds.  An entity that is the subject of an audit or investigation must 
provide the state auditor with access to any information the state auditor considers relevant to the 
investigation or audit. 

Article 10.  Signatory Warranty 
Each signatory warrants that the signatory has necessary authority to execute this agreement on behalf of 
the entity represented. 
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Article 11. Notices 
All notices to either party shall be delivered personally or sent by certified U.S. mail, postage prepaid, 
addressed to that party at the following address: 

Texas Department of Transportation  
 Transportation Planning and Programming Division 
Attn: Systems Planning Director 
125 East 11th Street 

Performing Agency: 

Austin, Texas  78701 

San Antonio-Bexar Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Attn: MPO Director 
825  South St. Mary's  

Receiving Agency: 

San Antonio, Texas   78205 

All notices shall be deemed given on the date delivered in person or deposited in the mail.  Either party may 
change the above address by sending written notice of the change to the other party.  Either party may 
request in writing that notices shall be delivered personally or by certified U.S. mail, and that request shall 
be carried out by the other party. 
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Attachment C 
Resolution or Ordinance 
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8. Discussion and Appropriate Action on the FY 2010-2011 Unified Planning 

Work Program 
 

 
Purpose 
 

To take action on the FY 2010-2011 Unified Planning Work Program.   
 
 

Issue 
 

Attached is the FY 2010-2011 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) as it was 
unanimously recommended for approval by the MPO’s Technical Advisory 
Committee on July 10, 2009. 

The FY 2010-2011 UPWP will cover the time period from October 1, 2009 
through September 30, 2011.  The document outlines MPO and partner agency 
staff responsibilities, planning studies and projects and budgeted amounts for 
which federal planning funds will be used. This funding source is for planning 
studies and not for construction. 

The MPO receives approximately $2,500,000 in formula allocation per year, for a 
total new programming amount of $5,000,000. This document is financially 
constrained in that we cannot program more funding than the amount we are 
allocated plus what funding is available to carry over from the previous year. 

New studies proposed to be funded during this two-year period include: 
• VIA’s On-Board Transit Origin/Destination Survey:  $200,000 
• Traffic Signal Re-Timing Study V:        $400,000 
• Bicycle Travel Pattern Study:            $80,000 

 
The process for developing the FY 2010-2011 Unified Planning Work Program 
was as follows: 
   February 6th: Call for projects  April 3rd:   Agency approved objective statements due  April 14th:  Multi-agency worksesion to develop recommendations 

 May 1st:    Detailed study designs were due to the MPO 
 June 1st:   Draft UPWP was due to TxDOT in Austin 
 June 5th:   Technical Advisory Committee reviewed draft 
 June 22nd:  Transportation Policy Board reviewed draft 
 July 10th:   Technical Advisory Committee made recommendation 

          July 27th:   Transportation Policy Board approval 
    July 31st:   Deadline for transmittal of approved UPWP to TxDOT                                  
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This document was presented at your June meeting.  The updated presentation 
that was given at that meeting is also attached. 

 

Action Requested 
 A motion to approve the FY 2010-2011 Unified Planning 

Work Program.  Further move to recommend favorable 
TRACS review with no negative comments. 

 
 
 




